gféae Wl I Ferar ¢ & faw Aifawr ame
AIFR

Y St gt 3rearagTRe oo W § 3 WaeTd T 3renstsll 81 @1 &1 0 & aféewa @i o
TS 33TTe o Teh 3TTeh¥eh clich & &Y & €T JThST el YE L TGAT & | HY T 38 A1 qomelr
# ditell & SranT & ST erATRET 9 T &heaRT # AT 3T ST & AT ol e AT e 9T @ Sirar
€1 5T Tl 1 379el O FaTg T Fea 3R & T Tk JeRIRT FHY Tgda T g STg AT g
Sl setehet X AR 7 SATTT AR o $o ewdl 7 Gael i 39T 1 8 afehel FT & &
U BET & §T F @I SATAT &1 gTelifeh 3T TaH TS Adlol dd Held &, oid WAl Wl 3ART &
I 27 ITfeY BT3H 3 hY ST &1 S19 TR hr Gen3it bt AT fomar S Hevarr §1 afésher S
I JiAATCT 38T HH F HA SHTE H ST & ST T&AT H G 39706 g1 $8qA aifcst dr g
FEATER 7918 T SEAHTSA T SATAT £

gTelTeh 38T 8TRT & el SaMTeY T UG AT YT TROT H €1 §| FIR T§ 3 g =T # iy
STl oY Tehl & | TR & & 37 G2t 7, 5187 ST#leT shT SUCTSEIaT e 8| S8 o1l 7 hIs HAE o161 & 1
93 TR 3R Tolell el 8 TG T Wl & 1T 3T oA81 ¢ | elfehed 9 FHod 3R BIE TR T
a@ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁmmmgl aféehel Wl Fel aTel SATGIAR 3ETHT
Afeq, sitevell, el va gorftra STEI-gfear, G 3R AT-Tooll & e, THTE, 97T ST Hrelr
TR T H¥el 3R TTaRT o1 Tl 39T & |

TR JATGRUT H TAATRIT H ¢ H AAFH T aTfoifegeh Wl afeahel Wl T TIH 3TH 361607 o |
3 deheileh dTell dicehel Wcll &1 Ueh 3 HIATY 3GTg0T 89 dhewk &1 SHA Uitil & el & e
s A fHAfesh Aregs & 39T STl & 3R A Fehrer 3R IATaR0T Hedm HIT SieT & afcshol
T F 3T ST dTel Scure, STATRET, et 3R e & Herd gid &1 3H AR T Sefehl J0Tdear
& AR EIel 8, FATNT 3aTah ared off ey et &

58 THY afcehel IV LT & F d9Tef@, FereTe , feell 3R $o 3= AL 7 gIcll &1 TeT et
o etferar div o afderer @t &1 qeand i oY, Aferet a1g 7 saraaTRie 3egH &1 &9 ¢ e s
ERT H I & e gregialfeerd AR THAATH S SHe-ATA JUMTerdt T SEHTel X IE &
gregdiferd A diul &I gl & 39T S1ar g1 39 Ul # HGedSd Uiy 9ve A gl g
RIS 7 diet $r TE7 ) Fae (AT 9IvE decal 1 f[3sera [T SITar §1 I 37 o6t giet &




AHS H 3MH AR W AL T S1e1g gelige, ATRIS & WA, Sl die, Bl T GF AT Tl H
STAATS [haT AT B |

glelifeh diehel T & o deiier Tl 8l &1 I fgerehcl HATeel W A3 el § 3R gaferw 308 &
ATl oh TR W A9eT ST =gV So787 & Teh il dieil & Forw g Feprer Giaferd e off
€1 319N 3H SANCH &I T geprsdl H AT HTAT H FIT hl AT ST GT & ol i Fehrer i
SHAEAT AT ST AT dATfeh Gl T AT gig g1 Teh| SHH Telss! Jod 3R T AR HArfard
&Y Thol &, THeTehT o9 3T 1oAY ohaf &Y 915 &1 $ARA & 3ieX & et aeh FIoT Y ARMEN 9garel &
foIT gehrer WRracien! T 8T sTaATe fohaT ST FhaT &1

WRIETYT Ueh 3 Failell &, [T &9 § I difcleies el & HATHA H| S W &A1 S T SR &
SIS BIH H GRTITUT I A8l 8l &, SHTIT URIFTT &1 H FIAT 81T § | SHHA 19T 3T & 3R T
o T g1 § | 319 95 A 3T 5 38T & T afehel BIHIT sehrgal 7 HYAFHY dreft Fd &
AT Tl & 25S IN AA, Mo AR Aol Siell I AG 3G IIed 8 8, oIl saehy
3ifaRed 3maAcsT 31T 6 ST Tahdr &1

AR #H aféer BIHT & AT THR 6T HET dofgl A ¥ Teh MY UG A A T 37 g
aféehel Well &Y Tehafieh I AgaR Tllel 3N oIl A HA & T HRevel T 81 IS FEATTA M T
TET 8| afeehor Wl & HAdeh R HiY T IR & HRIeh Heliolorleh &1 STTeTehNIH Hgd &
o W T 37 YoTTell & Ar T TaTer & TAIT UF 2ver T deahrel ST &1 TIPRT 3T A gt
&Yt Y 2T Ug Ay dhg TATRIT e & aR & IR T e arfer aféhel Tt &t Wicanigd
fonarm ST Feh | 388 38 HTY JUTel & 31Tk, TATEROT 3R 317 ofreT gTilel fohT Sif Fehal | ¥ 3T
T T AT FY A H Aol F AT S 3R TR TGNUT FAT SAfee FAEAT e g @ g
S 3TCITaT $oT IS HT Holod T $TRY ATIHTST SITITT 3Tl &1 T FLoToR T §U AL T 37T
ST & Teh BT 1 MYfcl TUTAT ScuTet & FYel AMET| SATAT FIAR T aféehel HY T Fgrar
ot & o aferar et anfge|

Source -Business Standard



The danger of cash transfers

It might incentivise the state to shirk its constitutional
responsibility of providing basic entitlements to all
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With the general election around the corner and NSSO data revealing that the
unemployment rate has hit a 45-year high, there is a spike in concern for the economic
security of the people. Several recent proposals — whether the Congress’s pre-emptive
announcement of a minimum income guarantee scheme, or the Interim Budget’s
promise of a range of income transfers to farmers (albeit as low as X3 per day for a
family of five) and a pension scheme for workers aged over 60 years in the unorganised
sector, or the government’s announcement of a 10% quota for the “economically
weaker sections” in the general category — might appear promising but raise questions
about their impact on the working poor.

If uplift of the poor is a priority, why not provide decent employment opportunities,
minimum wages and social security to all workers? Why not spend on universalising
access to, and provision of, basic public services to all? Why, contrarily, are there
periodic cuts in social sector spending, including on public education and primary
health; amendments in labour laws in favour of corporates; and privatisation and
contractualisation even within the public sector?

In this context, cash transfers to the “poor” — also subject to gross exclusionary errors
of identification — do not ensure accessibility, affordability or even sustained economic
security given falling real wages. The scheme also doesn’t indicate where that money
would be spent by the beneficiaries. More importantly, the concern is that these cash
transfers could replace, rather than supplement, existing schemes that provide
subsidised goods and services. This would imply that citizens could be left at the mercy
of private, for-profit players to avail even basic services. This might incentivise the state
to shirk its constitutional responsibility of providing basic entitlements to all.

Case studies around Direct Benefit Transfers have shown that they play an instrumental
role in dismantling existing welfare schemes like the Integrated Child Development
Services and deprive ASHA and Anganwadi workers of their wages. These workers
have been pillars in creating an ecosystem for ensuring nutritional security to women
and children. Even in Europe, wherever guaranteed basic income has been
implemented, provision of services has increasingly moved towards greater
privatisation.



Finally, it is surprising that the same government that earlier opposed cash transfer
schemes as “doles” is now advocating them. Politically the scheme seems to be the
most viable option now, given the unemployment catastrophe. Hurried income transfers
before the election could be considered as ‘cash for votes’, but the larger danger entails
the state’s diminishing accountability towards its citizens, of upholding their rights to
basic entitlements and to work.
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